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It is not to be imagined that these factory-workers will be
deprived of higher education if they can profit by it. There are
numerous avenues with which I have dealt in another chapter,
along which the factory-worker can travel to a university or
institute, but he must complete three years in a factory first.
When production has made sufficient progress to allow of the
ten-year schools to become general, vocational training will not
begin till eighteen. At present, for the majority of children it
begins at fifteen. Every year this majority decreases.
The factory apprentice schools are under the control of the
Commissariats of Industry. Each industry or trust is responsible
for those schools that train its workers.
Besides the factory apprentice schools there are, increasing in
number, what is known as the " Industrial or Agricultural
Educational Combinats.'5 These are education departments of
an industrial or agricultural enterprise. They frequently have
several sections. This is particularly the case with agricultural
combinats, which often have a school for peasant youth, an
institute for agricultural industry, economics, and agronomy,
a research department, and an experimental station.
The educational combinat at the Moscow Bali-Bearing Factory
is typical of many industrial ones. It was particularly interesting
to me, as I first visited it in 1932 in early spring, when it was a
factory apprentice school, and when all around the factory were
fields of mud. In 1934 there had grown up around it almost a
whole town.
The combinat has a two-year coursefor girls and boys who have
finished the seven-year school. The practical work includes
turnery, milling, locksmith's work, and the assembling of com-
plicated machines. The theoretical work includes the technology
of materials, physics, chemistry, etc. Two and a half hours a day
are given to practical work and three hours to theoretical work.
IB the first year, the practical work is carried out in special
workshops; in the second year, in the factory, under factory
conditions. Tuition is free, and pupils receive a grant of thirty-
ttoee roubles a month for the first three months, forty-eight